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Closing the Loop (following up on last year's questions). If you would like to attach 
supplemental documents, exit this form and use the "Attachments" button (bottom left-
hand corner).  

1. In your 16-17 program review update, you reflected on your program’s contributions to 
the College’s overall goal of improving student success. You identified strategies and 
activities your program planned to engage in to address this goal. Please describe your 
program’s progress over the past academic year.  

* a. What is the status of the project/activities/program improvements?  
K-12 educational opportunities, or the lack thereof, decreases in education spending overall, 

economic problems that lead to family instability, absence of parents from the home as they 

take on second and third jobs  cannot help but negatively affect retention and success rates 

as students have to drop classes to earn more money whenever possible and as employers 

ignore scheduling conflicts with class times.  Globalization has led to outsourcing and 

technological innovations have led to replacing human capital with machines.  As one 

sociology department in one community college, we obviously cannot affect these problems 

directly.  What we have done, and will continue to do, is make these issues publicly known 

and discussed through our teaching and campus-wide activities.  For example, Professor 

Adelson did a talk about the effects of neoliberalism on the last election for the campus-

wide "teach-in."  Professor Adelson also spoke at the AFT Union's May 1st commemoration 

about the decline of unions, tying that to the change from industrial to post-industrial 

society.  These discussions mirror our classroom work which focuses on understanding 

human behavior in its social context.  Our students leave our classes with a better 

understanding of the public nature of what seem like private problems.  They also learn that 

the current talk about "millenials" as "entitled," "spoiled," and "unwilling to work" are 

blatantly inaccurate.  In fact, today's students face an increasingly jobless economy, large 

increases in college tuition, and an increasingly fragile environment for planet Earth.  

* b. What improvements (if any) do you notice in your success data?  
We have had steady increases in our success rates from 2012 through 2016 from 72% to 

79%.  Interestingly, while our in person success rate is now 80%, the online success rate is 

only 72%, dropping as we increase the number of online sections.  The in person and onine 

success rates are mirror images: in person increases from 72%-79%, online from 79%-

72%.  Online enrollment has increased over that period of time from 192-349.  Success 

rates for both White and Latino students are up, while success rates for Filipino students are 

holding steady.  Success rates for African-American and Native-American students are not 

statisically signifcant because of the small sample sizes in both categories.  



* c. What barriers or obstacles have you encountered?  
The data suggests that online classes are not very successful in sociology, as compared to 

our in person classes.  Sociology is a very theoretically minded discipline.  It may well be 

that online classes are more appropriate for disciplines that focus on memorization of facts 

or data, while theoretical concepts in sociology are too esoteric for learning in the online 

format.  While many people have heard of sociology, very few have been exposed to it or 

studied it prior to attending college, and it may seem quite alien and foreign to students.  

Looking Forward  

* 2. Identify one major area of focus for your program (e.g. integrating adjunct faculty, 
enhancing cultural competency, collaborating with high schools, etc.)  

For the past year we have discussed the transfer of Mesa College sociology majors to the 

socoiology department at the Univeristy of California, San Diego.  And in September we held 

our first program with our colleagues from City and Miramar College at UCSD.  Seven Mesa 

College students attended; all enjoyed it as it gave them the confidence that they could 

successfully apply to UCSD and do well there academically.  This is a very exciting program 

and we plan to offer more such collaborations in the future.  Mesa students met faculty 

members, staff, UCSD undergraduates, and financial aid officers, took a tour of the campus, 

and learned how UC undergraduates contribute to the San Diego community through the 
sociology club. 

  

  

* 3. In what ways does this focus contribute to the College’s goals of improving student 
success and what shifts have you seen (or do you hope to see) in your program data that 
you would attribute to this focus?  
The transfer work with UCSD would certainly contribute to Mesa College's well deserved 

reputation as a college that successfully prepares students for scholarly work in the most 

prestigious universities in the world.  Of course, the program has just started, and we're 

eager to see how many students matriculate at UCSD and what their experiences are 

there.  But we predict a substantial increase in the number of our students who go on to 

receive a B.A. from UCSD in sociology.  

* 4. In what ways does this focus contribute to the College’s goals of reducing equity 
gaps and what shifts have you seen (or do you hope to see) in your equity data that you 
would attribute to this focus?  
One of the biggest equity gaps is social class.  Lower social class standing works in insidious 

ways, limiting students' aspirations from early ages, convincing them to only consider 

"practical goals" such as being a nurse instead of a physician and the like.  Not only will this 

UCSD/Mesa program give our students the confidence and opportunity to succeed at a 

prestigious university, those students can then serve as inspirations or exemplars to our 

other students for what they can accomplish.  



* 5. What other trends or patterns do you notice in the data that warrant further 
exploration?  
Our honors classes in Contemporary Social Problems and Globalization and Social change 

have been very popular.  We will look into expanding these offerings.  We also have several 

new adjuncts who can be better integrated into how we as a department want to teach 

sociology and what we should focus on.  Of course, a potential strength of any department 

is a diversity of perspectives and expertise, which goes hand in hand with protecting 

academic freedom.  But as a department stemming back decades, Mesa College sociology 

has prided itself on emphasizing classical social theory.  This gives students the best 

foundation to build on sociology at a four-year institution.  


